
1 The heart of the fool 

 

The predominate word translated as "fool" in the OT is ְּכִסיל (ksyl). The following is a brief 

analysis of the characteristics, both moral and behavioral of the fool.  The Theological Wordbook 

of the Old Testament notes of the word: 

 I. Fool, dullard. This noun, except for three occurrences in Ps, is found only (kĕsîl) ְכִסיל

in Prov and Eccl. In Prov three words are rendered fool, kĕsîl referring to the dull or 

obstinate one, referring not to mental deficiency, but to a propensity to make wrong 

choices. ʾewîl refers to moral insolence, and nābāl to the boorish man of mean 

disposition. 

 

Gesenius notes of the root: 

 a root scarcely ever used as a verb, from which derived nouns are formed of various ָּכַסל

significations. The primary meaning appears to be— 

(1) to be fleshy, to be fat, whence ֶּכֶסל loin, flank. This as a word of middle signification— 

(2) is applied in a good sense to strength (comp. ָׁשַמן), firmness, boldness, whence ֶּכֶסל, 

 —confidence; and ִּכְסָלה

(3) in a bad sense to languor and inertness (Arab. �َ�َِآ to be languid, inert); also applied 

to that which is nearly allied to these, folly (compare ְנָבָלה ,ָנָבל ,ָנַבל, and on the contrary 

compare words signifying strength applied to virtue, as ַחִיל). So once as a verb fut. A., 

Jer. 10:8 (compare the transposed verb ָסַכל); also in the derivatives ְּכִסיל a fool, foolish, 

.folly ֶּכֶסל ,ְּכִסילּות
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Fools do not understand (Ps. 92:7). They hate knowledge (Prov. 1:22) – he takes no pleasure in 

understanding (Prov. 18:3), rather, he lives in the complacency of ignorance (Prov. 1:32). He 

doesn’t know what he is doing when it comes to worship (Eccl. 4:17).  The fool thinks doing 

wrong (zmh: shameful behavior, especially fornication and incest, HALOT) is a joke – he does 

not have appropriate moral valuations (Prov. 10:23). For a fool it is an abomination to turn away 

from evil (Prov. 13:19).  Rather, the fool trusts in his own wisdom (Prov. 26:12, 28:26). He will 

not take advice (Eccl. 4:13).  

And yet fools cannot completely escape the presence of wisdom (Prov. 14:33).   The fool cannot 

learn – even after 100 blows! (Prov. 17:10).   He cannot use wisdom (Prov. 26:9); rather, he will 

repeat his folly – like a dog returning to vomit (Prov. 26:11). There is little hope for  a fool 

(Prov. 26:12). 

                                                             
1
 Wilhelm Gesenius and Samuel Prideaux Tregelles, Gesenius’ Hebrew and Chaldee Lexicon to the Old 

Testament Scriptures (Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software, 2003), 408. 
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If you speak with him, he will despise your wisdom (Prov. 23:9). Therefore, great care must be 

used when responding to a fool (Prov. 26:4-5). 

The fool seeks that which cannot be obtained – far from God (Prov. 17:24).
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Fools utter slander (Prov. 10:18), proclaims folly (Prov. 12:23), flaunts his folly (Prov. 13:16), 

pours out folly (Prov. 15:2). The fool is reckless and careless (Prov. 14:16).  He does not spread 

wisdom (Prov. 15:7).  His mouth feeds on folly (Prov. 15:14).  

His foolishness is such that it provokes others to beat him – he deserves it! (Prov. 18:6-7; 19:29; 

26:3).  The fool has crooked speech (Prov. 19:1). He gives vent to his anger and is hasty with his 

words (Prov. 29:11 & 20) for anger resides in his heart (Eccl. 7:9). His many words, foolish 

songs and laughter mark him as a fool (Eccl. 5:2, 7:5-6).  

He uses precious things carelessly (Prov. 21:20) – he devours it.  

He despises his mother (Prov. 15:20).   

Fool’s should not live in luxury – it is not fitting (Prov. 19:10); neither is honor (Prov. 26:1). 

 

Verses referenced: 

Ps 92:7 

 

ין ֥ לֹא־ָיבִ ילְ֗כסִ ֝ע ּו֑א ֵידָ ַ֣ער לִֹ֭אֽיׁש־ּבַ 

 ֶאת־זֹֽאת׃ 

 

The stupid man cannot know; the 

fool cannot understand this:  

 

 

Prov 1:22 

 

ים ִ֗תי ְוֵלצִ ּ֥ו פֶ ֫ ְּתֵֽאֲהב֮י׀ ְּפָתִים֣ד־ָמתַ עַ 

 יםְ֗כִסילִ ֝ם ּוּ֑ו ָלהֶ ֣צֹון ָחְמד֭לָ 

 ִיְׂשְנאּו־ָדַֽעת׃ 

 

“How long, O simple ones, will you 

love being simple? How long will 

scoffers delight in their scoffing and 

fools hate knowledge?  

 

                                                             
2
 “The fools fails because he orients himself to distant, odless, and unattainable goals instead of attainable wisdom 

that stand nearly ready to serve him well….The imprecision [of the antithetical parallels of 17:24] suggests that the 

eyes of the wise focus on wisdom, which in turns serves them well, but the fool’s focus flits form one godless, 

unattainable thing to another that does not profit him….The construction the ends of the earth occurs 24 times. 

Here is it used as a metaphor for wrong and unattainable goals.  To the Israelite the phrase connoted places with 

ungodly ways removed from the covenant people” (Waltke, Proverbs vol. 2, 62). 
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Prov 1:32 

 

ת ֖ם ְוַׁשְלוַ ֑ם ַּתַֽהְרֵג֣ת ְּפָתיִ ֣י ְמׁשּובַ ּ֤כִ 

  ְּת0ְּבֵדֽם׃ יםְּ֣כִסילִ 

 

For the simple are killed by their 

turning away, and the complacency 

of fools destroys them;  

 

Prov 10:18 

 

א ֶ֥קר ּומֹוצִ ְ֑נ2ה ִׂשְפֵתי־ׁשָ ֭ה ׂשִ ְ֣מַכּסֶ 

 ׃ ְכִסֽילּוא ֣ה הּ֗בָ ֝דִ 

 

The one who conceals hatred has 

lying lips, and whoever utters slander 

is a fool.  

 

Prov 10:23 

 

ה ָ֗חְכמָ ֝ה וְ ֑ת ִזּמָ ֹו֣ ֲעׂשְכִסילֹ֭וק לִ ִּ֣כְׂשח

 יׁש ְּתבּוָנֽה׃ ְ֣לאִ 

 

Doing wrong is like a joke to a fool, 

but wisdom is pleasure to a man of 

understanding.  

 

Prov 12:23 

 

 יםִ֗סילִ ּ֝כְ ב ַ֥עת ְולֵ ֶ֑סה ּדָ ֣רּום ּכֹ֭ם עָ 2֣דָ 

 א ִאֶּוֶֽלת׃ ִ֥יְקרָ 

 

A prudent man conceals knowledge, 

but the heart of fools proclaims folly. 

 

Prov 13:16 

 

ׂש ֥ ִיְפרֹילְ֗כסִ ַ֝עת ּו֑ה ְבדָ ֣רּום ַיֲעׂשֶ ָּ֭כל־עָ 

 ִאֶּוֶֽלת׃ 

 

In everything the prudent acts with 

knowledge, but a fool flaunts his 

folly.  

 

Prov 13:19 

 

ת ֶ֥פׁש ְותֹוֲעבַ ֑נָ ב לְ ְ֣הָיה ֶתֱערַ ֭ה נִ ַּ֣תֲאוָ 

 ּור ֵמָרֽע׃ ֣ סיםִ֗סילִ ּ֝כְ 

 

A desire fulfilled is sweet to the soul, 

but to turn away from evil is an 

abomination to fools.  

 

Prov 14:16 

 

ר ֥ ִמְתַעּבֵ ילְ֗כסִ ֝ע ּו֑ר ֵמרָ ֵ֣רא ְוסָ ֭ם יָ ָ֣חכָ 

 ּובֹוֵטַֽח׃ 

 

One who is wise is cautious and turns 

away from evil, but a fool is reckless 

and careless.  
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Prov 14:33 

 

ֶרב ֥ה ּוְבקֶ ּ֑וַח ָחְכמָ ֣בֹון ָּתנ֭ב נָ ְּ֣בלֵ 

  ִּתָּוֵדַֽע׃ יםִ֗סילִ ּ֝כְ 

 

Wisdom rests in the heart of a man of 

understanding, but it makes itself 

known even in the midst of fools.  

 

Prov 15:2 

 

י ַ֥עת ּופִ ֑יב ּדָ ָ֣כִמים ֵּתיטִ ֹ֭ון חֲ ְ֣לׁש
 יַע ִאֶּוֶֽלת׃ ֥ ַיּבִ יםִ֗סילִ ֝כְ 

 

The tongue of the wise commends 

knowledge, but the mouths of fools 

pour out folly.  

 

Prov 15:7 

 

 יםְּ֣כִסילִ ב ַ֖עת ְולֵ ֑רּו דָ ָ֣כִמים יְזָ ֭י חֲ ִׂ֣שְפתֵ 

 א־ֵכֽן׃ לֹ

 

The lips of the wise spread 

knowledge; not so the hearts of fools. 

 

Prov 15:14 

 

 יםִ֗סילִ ֝כְ ני ַ֥֯עת ּופִ ֑בֹון ְיַבֶּקׁש־ּדָ ֭ב נָ ֣לֵ 

 ִאֶּוֶֽלת׃ ה ִ֥יְרעֶ 

 

The heart of him who has 

understanding seeks knowledge, but 

the mouths of fools feed on folly.  

 

 

Prov 15:20 

 

ם ֗דָ ֝ 2ילְ֥כסִ ב ּוָ֑כם ְיַׂשַּמח־2֭ן חָ ּ֣בֵ 

 ה ִאּֽמֹו׃ ּ֥בֹוזֶ 

 

A wise son makes a glad father, but a 

foolish man despises his mother.  

 

 

Prov 17:10 

 

  ֵמ2ֽה׃ ילְּ֣כסִ ֹות ֖ין ֵמַהּכ֑ה ְבֵמבִ ַ֣חת ְּגָערָ ּ֣תֵ 

 

A rebuke goes deeper into a man of 

understanding than a hundred blows 

into a fool.  

 

 

Prov 17:24 

 

 יל֗סִ ֝כְ י ֥ה ְוֵעינֵ ֑ין ָחְכמָ ֣י ֵמבִ ֶ֣את־ְּפנֵ 

 ִּבְקֵצה־2ֶֽרץ׃ 

 

The discerning sets his face toward 

wisdom, but the eyes of a fool are on 

the ends of the earth.  
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Prov 18:2 

 

י ֝֗ה ּכִ ֑ ִּבְתבּונָ ִסילּ֭כְ ץ ֣לֹֽא־ַיְחּפֹ

 ֹות ִלּֽבֹו׃ ִ֥אֽם־ְּבִהְתַּגּל

 

A fool takes no pleasure in 

understanding, but only in expressing 

his opinion.  

 

Prov 18:6 

 

יו ֗פִ ֝יב ּוֽ֑אּו ְברִ ֣ ָיבִֹסיל֭כְ י ִׂ֣שְפתֵ 

 ֹות ִיְקָרֽא׃ ְ֥לַֽמֲהֻלמ

 

A fool’s lips walk into a fight, and 

his mouth invites a beating.  

 

Prov 18:7 

 

ׁש ֥יו מֹוקֵ ְׂ֗שָפתָ ֹ֝ו ּו֑ ְמִחָּתה־לִסיל֭כְ ִּפֽי־

 ַנְפֽׁשֹו׃ 

 

A fool’s mouth is his ruin, and his 

lips are a snare to his soul.  

 

Prov 19:1 

 

יו ָ֗פתָ ׁ֝ש ׂשְ ֹ֥ו ֵמִעּקֵ ְ֑ך ְּבֻתּמׁ֣ש הֹולֵ ֽ֭טֹוב־רָ 

 ׃ ְכִסֽילּוא ְ֣וה

 

Better is a poor person who walks in 

his integrity than one who is crooked 

in speech and is a fool.  

 

Prov 19:10 

 

ף ּ֝֗וג 0֑ ַּתֲענילְ֣כסִ ה לִ ֣לֹֽא־ָנאוֶ 

 ל ְּבָׂשִרֽים׃ ֶ֬בד׀ ְמׁשִֹּ֤כֽי־ְלעֶ 

 

It is not fitting for a fool to live in 

luxury, much less for a slave to rule 

over princes.  

 

   

Prov 19:29 

 

ו ֹ֣ות ְלֵגַ֗מֲהֻלמ֝ים ּו֑ים ְׁשָפטִ ֹ֣ונּו ַלֵּלצִ ָ֣נכ
 ׃ ְּכִסיִלֽים

 

Condemnation is ready for scoffers, 

and beating for the backs of fools.  

 

Prov 21:20 

 

 ילְ֖כסִ ם ּו֑ה ָחכָ ֶׁ֣שֶמן ִּבְנוֵ ֭ד וָ ֣ר׀ ֶנְחמָ ֤אֹוצָ 

 ם ְיַבְּלֶעּֽנּו׃ 2֣דָ 

 

Precious treasure and oil are in a wise 

man’s dwelling, but a foolish man 

devours it.  
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Prov 23:9 

 

ּוז ֗ב֝ר ִּכֽי־יָ ֑ 0ל־ְּתַדּבֵ ִסיל֭כְ י ְּ֣ב2ְזנֵ 

 ֶכל ִמֶּלֽיָך׃ ְ֣לׂשֵ 

 

Do not speak in the hearing of a fool, 

for he will despise the good sense of 

your words.  

 

Prov 26:1 

 

ן ֤יר ּכֵ ֑ר ַּבָּקצִ ִ֥יץ ְוַכָּמטָ ֶ֗לג׀ ַּבּקַ ַּ֤כּׁשֶ 
  ָּכֽבֹוד׃ ילְ֣כסִ ה לִ ֖לֹא־ָנאוֶ 

 

Like snow in summer or rain in 

harvest, so honor is not fitting for a 

fool.  

 

Prov 26:3 

 

ו ֶ֣בט ְלֵגׁ֗שֵ ֹ֝ור וְ ֶ֑תג ַלֲחמּ֣סּוס מֶ ֹ֭וט לַ ׁ֣ש
 ׃ ְּכִסיִלֽים

 

A whip for the horse, a bridle for the 

donkey, and a rod for the back of 

fools.  

 

Prov 26:4 

 

ֹו ֹ֥ו ֶּפֽן־ִּתְׁשֶוה־ּל֑ ְּכִאַּוְלּתִסילּ֭כְ ַען 0֣ל־ּתַ 
 ַגם־2ָּֽתה׃ 

 

Answer not a fool according to his 

folly, lest you be like him yourself.  

 

Prov 26:5 

 

ם ֣ה ָחכָ ֹ֖ו ֶּפן־ִיְהיֶ ֑ ְּכִאַּוְלּתִסיל֭כְ ה ֲ֣ענֵ 

 ְּבֵעיָנֽיו׃ 

 

Answer a fool according to his folly, 

lest he be wise in his own eyes.  

 

Prov 26:7 

 

י ֣פִ ל ּבְ ָ֗מׁשָ ַ֝ח ּוַ֑קִים ִמִּפּסֵ ּ֭ו ׁשַֹּ֣דְלי
 ׃ ְכִסיִלֽים

 

Like a lame man’s legs, which hang 

useless, is a proverb in the mouth of 

fools.  

 

Prov 26:9 

 

י ֣ל ְּבפִ ׁ֗שָ מָ ֹ֝ור ּו֑ה ְבַיד־ִׁשּכֹ֣וַח ָעלָ ֭ח
 ׃ ְכִסיִלֽים

 

Like a thorn that goes up into the 

hand of a drunkard is a proverb in the 

mouth of fools.  

 

Prov 26:11 

 

ה ֥ ׁשֹונֶ יל֗סִ ּ֝כְ ֹו ֵ֑קאב ַעל־ֶ֣כֶלב ׁשָ ּ֭כְ 

 ְבִאַּוְלּֽתֹו׃ 

 

Like a dog that returns to his vomit is 

a fool who repeats his folly.  
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Prov 26:12 

 

 ילְ֣כסִ ה לִ ֖יו ִּתְקוָ ֵ֑עינָ ם ּבְ ֣יׁש ָחכָ ֭יָת אִ ָ֗ראִ 

 ִמֶּמּֽנּו׃ 

 

Do you see a man who is wise in his 

own eyes? There is more hope for a 

fool than for him.  

 

Prov 28:26 

 

ְך ֥ ְוהֹולֵ ילְ֑כסִ ּוא ִ֣לּבֹו הַ֭ח ּבְ ֣טֵ ּבֹו

 ּוא ִיָּמֵלֽט׃ ֣ה הָ֗חְכמָ ּ֝בְ 

 

Whoever trusts in his own mind is a 

fool, but he who walks in wisdom 

will be delivered.  

 

Prov 29:11 

 

ֹור ֥ם ְּב2חָ֗חכָ ֝ וְ ילְ֑כסִ יא ּ֣וחֹו יֹוצִ ָּ֭כל־ר

 ְיַׁשְּבֶחָּֽנה׃ 

 

A fool gives full vent to his spirit, but 

a wise man quietly holds it back.  

 

Prov 29:20 

 

 ילְ֣כסִ ה לִ ֖יו ִּתְקוָ ֑ץ ִּבְדָברָ ֣יׁש 2֭יָת אִ ָ֗חזִ 

 ִמֶּמּֽנּו׃ 

 

Do you see a man who is hasty in his 

words? There is more hope for a fool 

than for him.  

 

Eccles 4:13 

 

 ֶ֙לְך ָזֵקן֤ם ִמּמֶ ֑ן ְוָחכָ ֶ֖לד ִמְסּכֵ ֹ֥וב יֶ ֛ט
 ר ֽעֹוד׃ ֖ע ְלִהָּזהֵ ֥ר לֹא־ָידַ ֛ ֲאׁשֶ ילְ֔כסִ ּו

 

Better was a poor and wise youth than an old 

and foolish king who no longer knew how to 

take advice.  

 

Eccles 4:17 

 

ית ֣ ֶאל־ּבֵ ֙ר ֵּתֵלךְ ֤ ַּכֲאׁשֶ ֗יךָ ֯ר ָרְגלְ ְׁ֣שמֹ

ת ַ֥ע ִמּתֵ ֹ֔וב ִלְׁשמֹ֣ים ְוָקרָ֔הֱאלֹהִ 

ים ֖ם יֹוְדעִ ַ֥בח ִּכֽי־ֵאינָ ֑ זָ יםְּ֖כִסילִ הַ 

 ֹות ָרֽע׃ ַ֥לֲעׂש

 

Guard your steps when you go to the house 

of God. To draw near to listen is better than 

to offer the sacrifice of fools, for they do not 

know that they are doing evil.  

 

Eccles 5:2 

 

ֹול ֥ן ְוק֑ב ִעְניָ ֹ֣ום ְּברֹ֖א ַהֲחל֥י ּבָ ּ֛כִ 

 ב ְּדָבִרֽים׃ ֥ ְּברֹילְּ֖כסִ 

 

For a dream comes with much business, and 

a fool’s voice with many words.  
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Eccles 7:5 

 

יׁש ֕ם ֵמאִ ֑ת ָחכָ ַ֣ע ַּגֲערַ ֹ֖וב ִלְׁשמֹ֕ט

 ׃ ְּכִסיִלֽיםיר ַ֥ע ׁשִ ׁ֖שֹמֵ 

 

It is better for a man to hear the rebuke of the 

wise than to hear the song of fools.  

 

Eccles 7:6 

 

ן ֖יר ּכֵ ַ֔חת ַהּסִ ֣ ּתַ ֹ֙ול ַהִּסיִרים֤י ְכקּ֣כִ 
 ה ָהֶֽבל׃ ֖ ְוַגם־זֶ ילְּ֑כסִ ק הַ ְׂ֣שחֹ

 

For as the crackling of thorns under a pot, so 

is the laughter of the fools; this also is 

vanity.  

 

Eccles 7:9 

 

ַעס ֔י כַ ֹ֣וס ּכִ ֑ ִלְכע֖ל ְּבֽרּוֲחךָ 0֥ל־ְּתַבהֵ 

  ָיֽנּוַח׃ יםְּ֖כִסילִ  יקְּ֥בחֵ 

 

Be not quick in your spirit to become angry, 

for anger lodges in the heart of fools.  

 

Eccles 10:15 

 

ע ֖ר לֹֽא־ָידַ ּ֥נּו ֲאׁשֶ ֑ ְּתַיְּגעֶ יםְּ֖כִסילִ ל הַ ֲ֥עמַ 

 ֶכת ֶאל־ִעֽיר׃ ָ֥ללֶ 

 

The toil of a fool wearies him, for he does 

not know the way to the city.  

 

 

 


