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LESSON ON ECCLESIASTS 3:1-8 
 

Ecclesiastes 3:1–8 (ESV) 

1 For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven:  

2 a time to be born, and a time to die;  

a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;  

3 a time to kill, and a time to heal;  

a time to break down, and a time to build up;  

4 a time to weep, and a time to laugh;  

a time to mourn, and a time to dance;  

5 a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together;  

a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;  

6 a time to seek, and a time to lose;  

a time to keep, and a time to cast away;  

7 a time to tear, and a time to sew;  

a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;  

8 a time to love, and a time to hate;  

a time for war, and a time for peace. 

 

I. The Preface to the Poem: 

 For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven:  

A. Translation 

Like some much in Ecclesiastes, there are translation questions. This happens because (1) 

much of the language is vernacular: that is, it reads like a transcript of what someone 
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said, not what one would write. Writing tends to be more formal and careful. When 

speaking, we use words in ways that may not use them when writing. (2) He is also 

pushing around the way we think.  

1. There is a season 

This word means an appointed time (see the NET, “For everything there is 

an appointed time”). It is a very ancient word, however, other than in 

Ecclesiastes, it only shows up in the Post-Exilic books (Esther, 

Nehemiah). Thus while it may indicate that Ecclesiastes was not written 

by Solomon – it may actually mean the opposite.  

2. A time for every matter 

a. The word “matter” usually means a “delight”. The translators are 

not quite sure what to do with this word: “Matter”, ESV & NRSV; 

“Activity”, NIV 84, NET, HCSB; “Purpose”, NKJV, KJV. 

b. Fredricks writes, ““Predominately in the OT hepes reflects a 

positive emotional state, thus ‘pleasure, delight’. There are instances 

where, more neutrally, the pursuit of a desire, a ‘preference, choice,’ is 

meant; for example, Judg. 13:23 [etc]. Both meanings appear in 

Ecclesiastes: probably ‘pleasure,” is meant in 5:4 and 12:1, 10. However, 

where the context is hardly positive, the more basic meaning of a 

preference or choice, whether causing pleasure or not, is the obvious 

intent. Thus, here in 3:1 and 3:17, ‘choice’ is preferred, since killing, 

weeping, mourning, hate, war and injustice could hardly be a delight” 

(Fredricks, 108). 

B. What does it mean? 

1. The first word means that someone is determining the schedule of events. 

Who? Does this mean that we humans should determine the right time to do 

things? Does God determine the times for life? 

2. The second word “time” can mean both a “time” which God has 

scheduled (Eccl. 3:17) and a “time” can “also refer to those decisions for which 

the person is held accountable as vice-sovereign over God’s world, and which are 

calculated by human experience and wisdom” (Fredricks, 114). He gives 

examples of Neh. 2:6 & Eccl. 8:5-6. 
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3. All time: This means that what has gone by and what is to come have 

been shaped  and governed by God: “Thus the biblical account of Israel’s past 

does not focus primarily on the social and political forces that drive history or on 

the great heroes who are said to shape its direction. It portrays the past, rather as 

an entity shaped by God, who acts in grace and judgment, in the midst of all the 

actions of its human and other participants” (Greidanus, Preaching Christ from 

Ecclesiastes, 77). 

4. The Plans of God and Man 

a. Who’s in Charge? 

The Biblical texts present an interesting combination of human and divine 

interaction. Human beings have complete volition: they may do what they 

want to do. And yet, God exercises complete sovereignty over all creation. 

The place in which the human interacts with the divine presents one of the 

most difficult areas of theology and philosophy (as in the Incarnation). 

Consider the following passages: 

b. Proverbs 16:9 (ESV) 

The heart of man plans his way, but the LORD establishes his steps 

c. Proverbs 21:1–7 (ESV) 

1 The king’s heart is a stream of water in the hand of the LORD; he turns 

it wherever he will. 2 Every way of a man is right in his own eyes, but the 

LORD weighs the heart. 3 To do righteousness and justice is more 

acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice. 4 Haughty eyes and a proud heart, 

the lamp of the wicked, are sin. 5 The plans of the diligent lead surely to 

abundance, but everyone who is hasty comes only to poverty. 6 The 

getting of treasures by a lying tongue is a fleeting vapor and a snare of 

death. 7 The violence of the wicked will sweep them away, because they 

refuse to do what is just. 

d. Acts 2:22–28 (ESV) 

22 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to 

you by God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did 

through him in your midst, as you yourselves know— 23 this Jesus, 

delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, 

you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. 24 God raised him 
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up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be 

held by it. 25 For David says concerning him, “ ‘I saw the Lord always 

before me, for he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken; 26 

therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; my flesh also will 

dwell in hope. 27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your 

Holy One see corruption. 28 You have made known to me the paths of 

life; you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 

e. Proverbs 21:31 (ESV) 

The horse is made ready for the day of battle, but the victory belongs to 

the LORD. 

f. What does this mean as a practical matter? Is this just a matter of 

interesting speculation, or does it affect the way in which we lead our 

lives? 

5. The Commentators 

The commentators are all agreed that the point of vv. 1-8 is that God is 

sovereignly over control of all things: 

Time operates under God’s creative fiat. He ordained the sun, moon, and stars in 

their courses for the purpose of measuring off seasons, months, days, and years 

(Gen. 1:14). The orderliness of time reflects the Creator’s orderliness (Barrick, 

Ecclesiastes, 64).
1
 

Koheleth is confirming his assertion, made in the last chapter, that 

wisdom, wealth, success, happiness, etc., are not in man’s hands, that his 

own efforts can secure none of them—they are distributed at the will of 

God. He establishes this dictum by entering into details, and showing the 

ordering of Providence and the supremacy of God in all men’s concerns, 

the most trivial as well as the most important.  

Ecclesiastes, ed. H. D. M. Spence-Jones, The Pulpit Commentary (London; New 

York: Funk & Wagnalls Company, 1909), 59. 

II. THE TIMES AND SEASONS OF LIFE. 1. Appointed by and known 

only to God. As in the material and natural world the Creator hath 

appointed times and seasons, as, e.g., to the heavenly bodies for their 

                                                           
1
 Kelley ties the matter of God’s sovereignty and control to the matter of God’s beauty. An issue, which we cannot 

take up here. 
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rising and setting (Ps. 104:19), to plants for their growing and decaying 

(Gen. 8:22; Numb. 13:20; Judg. 15:1; Jer. 1:16; Mark 11:13), and to 

animals for their instinctive actions (Job 39:1, 2; Jer. 8:7), so in the human 

and spiritual world has he ordained the same (Acts 17:26; Eph. 1:10; Titus 

1:3); and these times and seasons, both in the natural and in the spiritual 

world, hath God reserved to himself (Acts 1:7). 2. Unavoidable and 

unalterable by man. As no man can predict the day of his death (Gen. 

27:2; Matt. 25:13), any more than know beforehand that of his birth, so 

neither can he fathom beforehand the incidents that shall happen, or the 

times when they shall fall out during the course of his life (Prov. 27:1). 

Nor by any precontriving can he change by so much as a hair’s breadth the 

place into which each incident is fitted, or the moment when it shall 

happen. 

Learn: 1. The changefulness of human life, and the duty of preparing 

wisely to meet it. 2. The Divine order that pervades human life, and the 

propriety of accepting it with meekness. 3. The difficulty (from a human 

point of view) of living well, since no man can be quite certain that for 

anything he does he has found the right season. 4. The wisdom of seeking 

for one’s self the guidance of him in whose hands are times and seasons 

(Acts 1:7). 

Ecclesiastes, ed. H. D. M. Spence-Jones, The Pulpit Commentary (London; New 

York: Funk & Wagnalls Company, 1909), 68. 

The main point of this poem is that God has established periods, moments, or 

times for a wide variety of emotions and activitites. The following verses describe 

Qohelet’s reaction to these observations. Longman, Ecclesiastes, 118 

Within 3:2-8 lie examples of these decisions that must be made by those who are 

good in God’s eyes, using the wisdom God gives them but realizing that the end 

of the matter is always the end of one matter is always the beginning of that which 

will have another end. It is not only the wisdom literature that maintains that there 

is a meaningful obligation to choose righteousness or the way of wisdom; it is a 

presupposition of the whole OT’s covenantal relationship between the individual, 

community and God. Fredricks, 114. 

Like the events of nature, all human actions are predetermined by God. All man’s 

activity is therefore useless – including the search for ultimate truth, which God 

has hidden from His creatures. Kohelth reverts to his main theme – the only 
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reasonable goal for man is the enjoyment of pleasure, which is the gift of God 

(Gordis, 154-155). 

Time is a common topos in wisdom writings: the right word at the right 

time was the ideal (Prov 15:23; 25:11). Ben Sira discusses the subject at 

great length (Sir 3:2–8; 39:16, 21, 34; καιρός occurs about sixty times in 

the Greek text). Qoheleth comes back again to the question of time in 

3:17; 8:5–6, 9, and especially the “falling time” in 9:11–12. The antitheses 

in vv 2–8 deliberately exclude one another, and every activity is tied to a 

specific time (K. Galling, ZTK58 [1961] 1–15). 

W. Zimmerli understands 3:1ff. as continuing a theme already present in 

2:24–26 (the propitious time). However, the mood and emphasis of 3:1ff. 

are quite different; time is something determined by God and a mystery to 

humans who are involved in it. 

Roland Murphy, vol. 23A, Ecclesiastes, Word Biblical Commentary (Dallas: 

Word, Incorporated, 1998), 33. 

C. Qoheleth’s explanation of the poem are given in vv. 9-15, which we will 

examine next. 

D. The Sovereignty of God, Theologians. 

1. Cyril of Jerusalem:  

Nothing then is withdrawn from the power of God; for the Scripture says of Him, 

for all things are Thy servants (Ps.119:91). All things alike are His servants, but 

from all these One, His only Son, and One, His Holy Spirit, are excepted; and all 

the things which are His servants serve the Lord through the One Son and in the 

Holy Spirit. God then rules all, and of His long-suffering endures even murderers 

and robbers and fornicators, having appointed a set time for recompensing every 

one, that if they who have had long warning are still impenitent in heart, they may 

receive the greater condemnation. They are kings of men, who reign upon earth, 

but not without the power from above: and this Nebuchadnezzar once learned by 

experience, when he said; For His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and His 

power from generation to generation (Dan. 4:34). 

Cyril of Jerusalem, "The Catechetical Lectures of S. Cyril, Archbishop of 

Jerusalem", VIII.5. 

2. John Calvin: 
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And truly God claims omnipotence to himself, and would have us to acknowledge 

it,—not the vain, indolent, slumbering omnipotence which sophists feign, but 

vigilant, efficacious, energetic, and ever active,—not an omnipotence which may 

only act as a general principle of confused motion, as in ordering a stream to keep 

within the channel once prescribed to it, but one which is intent on individual and 

special movements. God is deemed omnipotent, not because he can act though he 

may cease or be idle, or because by a general instinct he continues the order of 

nature previously appointed; but because, governing heaven and earth by his 

providence, he so overrules all things that nothing happens without his counsel. 

For when it is said in the Psalms, “He has done whatsoever he has pleased,” (Ps. 

115:3), the thing meant is his sure and deliberate purpose. It were insipid to 

interpret the Psalmist’s words in philosophic fashion, to mean that God is the 

primary agent, because the beginning and cause of all motion. This rather is the 

solace of the faithful, in their adversity, that every thing which they endure is by 

the ordination and command of God, that they are under his hand 

John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, I.xvi.3. 

3. Thomas Boston: 

Let us, in the next place, consider the object of providence, or that which it 

reacheth and extendeth to. And this is all the creatures, and all their actions, Heb. 

1:3.—‘Upholding all things by the word of his power,’ Psal. 103:19. ‘His 

kingdom ruleth over all.’ The angels are subject to this providence, Neh. 9:6. 

‘Thou, even thou art Lord alone, thou hast made heaven, the heaven of heavens, 

with all their host, the earth and all things that are therein, the seas and all that is 

therein, and thou preservest them all, and the host of heaven worshippeth thee.’ 

So are also the devils, these infernal spirits, Matth. 8:31, ‘If thou cast us out (said 

they to Jesus), suffer us to go away unto the herd of swine.’ It reacheth natural 

things, as clouds, snow, winds, &c. as appears from Psal. 104; 147 and from daily 

observation. Casual things are ordered by providence, as lots, Prov. 16:33. ‘The 

lot is cast into the lap: but the whole disposing thereof is of the Lord.’ So in the 

case of accidental manslaughter, Exod. 21:13. ‘If a man lie not in wait, and God 

deliver him into his hand.’ There is nothing so mean but providence extends to it, 

such as the falling of a sparrow, and the numbering of the hairs of our head. It is 

God that feeds the fowls and the young ravens that cry. He clothes the lilies and 

grass of the field, that have no hand of man about them. He made lice, frogs, &c. 

a plague to scourge Pharaoh and his people, worms to eat up Herod, &c. In a 

special manner providence is conversant about man, forming him in the womb, 

‘Hast thou not poured me out as milk (says Job), and curdled me like cheese? 
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Thou hast clothed me with flesh and hast fenced me with bones and sinews,’ Job 

10:10, 11.—bringing him forth out of his mother’s bowels, and holding him up 

thereafter, Psal. 71:6. His heart is in the Lord’s hand, and all his thoughts and 

inclinations are under his controul, Prov. 21:1. He directs and orders all his steps. 

The most free acts of the creature’s will are governed by superintending 

providence. All their good actions, John 15:5. ‘Without me ye can do nothing.’ So 

also their evil actions, Acts 4:27, 28. ‘For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, 

whom thou hast anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and 

the people of Israel, were gathered together, for to do whatsoever thy hand and 

thy counsel determined before to be done,’ Gen. 45:7. ‘God sent me before you,’ 

says Joseph to his brethren, though they had wickedly sold him into Egypt. 

Thomas Boston, The Whole Works of Thomas Boston, Volume 1: An Illustration 

of the Doctrines of the Christian Religion, Part 1, ed. Samuel M‘Millan 

(Aberdeen: George and Robert King, 1848), 187-88. 

4. Douglas F. Kelly: 

In Scripture, God’s omnipotent control of all events is always directly related to 

His personal presence with the creation (though He is always distinguished from 

it), and to His sovereign freedom to be near it, as well as to the infinite love of His 

Triune Being, behind all His actions within and without Himself.  

Systematic Theology, vol. 1, 321. 

E. Sovereignty of God, Scripture 

1. Daniel 4:34–35 (ESV) 

34 At the end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my 

reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most High, and praised and honored him 

who lives forever, for his dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom 

endures from generation to generation; 35 all the inhabitants of the earth are 

accounted as nothing, and he does according to his will among the host of heaven 

and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay his hand or say to him, 

“What have you done?” 

2. Isaiah 40:25–26 (ESV) 

25 To whom then will you compare me, that I should be like him? says the Holy 

One. 26 Lift up your eyes on high and see: who created these? He who brings out 
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their host by number, calling them all by name, by the greatness of his might, and 

because he is strong in power not one is missing. 

3. Isaiah 45:5–7 (ESV) 

5 I am the LORD, and there is no other, besides me there is no God; I equip you, 

though you do not know me, 6 that people may know, from the rising of the sun 

and from the west, that there is none besides me; I am the LORD, and there is no 

other. 7 I form light and create darkness, I make well-being and create calamity, I 

am the LORD, who does all these things. 

 

II. The Poem 

A. The complex and intricate structure. 

Don’t let the seeming simplicity of the poem fool you. It is hard even to understand and 

describe the levels of structure. Don’t believe me? 

1. Just some structural notes: 

The fourteen antitheses present actions that are mutually exclusive; they cannot be 

done at the same time. J. Loader (Polar Structures, 11–13) has pointed out the 

intricate chiastic structure of vv 2–8, in such wise that not only are vv 2–3, 4–5, 6–7 

in chiastic opposition, but v 2 is in chiasm with v 4 and v 3 with v 5. The antithesis is 

between “desirable” (D), and “undesirable” (U). When a stichos begins with what is 

desirable, the following hemistichos is “undesirable,” and vice versa. This yields the 

following pattern: v 2: D/U, D/U; v 3: U/D, U/D; v 4: U/D/, U/D; v 5: D/U, D/U; v 6: 

D/U/, D/U; v 7: U/D, U/D; v 8: D/U, U/D. This can best be illustrated in his cross-

projection: 

  

 

2 

 

DD 

 

3 

 

UU 

 

  

 

  

 

UU 

 

  

 

DD 

 

  

 

4 

 

UU 

 

5 

 

DD 

 

  

 

  

 

DD 

 

  

 

UU 

 

  

“The third quatrain (v 6–7) then follows the pattern of the first, viz. two stichoi of the 

DU-form and two of the UD-form. V. 8 is a simple chiasmus ordered DUUD” (11). 

A. G. Wright (see “ ‘For Everything …,’ ” 321–28) has further refined this 

structure by pointing out that vv 4 and 7 both deal with mourning and can be 
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conceived to be the ending of two stanzas, each of them expressing separate ideas: vv 

2/3 show constructive/destructive actions, and vv 5/6 show union/separation. “The 

meaning of the poem as a self-contained unit appears to be that the joys and sorrows 

of life come from constructive/destructive actions and from separations and unions 

caused by love and hate on the individual and social levels”(NJBC, 492). 

 

Roland Murphy, vol. 23A, Ecclesiastes, Word Biblical Commentary (Dallas: Word, 

Incorporated, 1998), 32. 

2. What does it mean? 

“What this intricate structure in verses 1-8 indicate? The structure provides 

organization for the theme of time” (Barrick, Ecclesiastes, 64). The physical structure 

of the poem gives a picture of the structuring which God actually works out in the 

word. Sort of like George Herbert’s poem “The Alter” which was made in the shape 

of an altar. 

B. Notes on the various elements 

1. v. 2 

The basic meaning here is plain, birth, death; planting, uprooting.  This drives 

down into our most basic existence and back to the Fall and the reversal. At the 

Fall, death comes. It is there in the midst of judgment that God presents the first 

element of salvation: the seed of the woman – which must be a decedent. Gen. 

3:15. When the story turns toward the reversal of the curse and the bringing of 

blessing, it is a decedent(s) that is promised: Gen. 12:1-2. The sovereignty of God 

over birth and death is both of greatest importance to use personally (our own 

birth and death) as well as for the entire race of human beings  -- fall and 

redemption. 

Thus, throughout the OT, God demonstrably exercises sovereignty of birth – or 

lack thereof. 

Genesis 18:9–15 (ESV) 

9 They said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” And he said, “She is in the tent.” 

10 The LORD said, “I will surely return to you about this time next year, and 

Sarah your wife shall have a son.” And Sarah was listening at the tent door behind 

him. 11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in years. The way of 

women had ceased to be with Sarah. 12 So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, 

“After I am worn out, and my lord is old, shall I have pleasure?” 13 The LORD 

said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now 
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that I am old?’ 14 Is anything too hard for the LORD? At the appointed time I 

will return to you, about this time next year, and Sarah shall have a son.” 15 But 

Sarah denied it, saying, “I did not laugh,” for she was afraid. He said, “No, but 

you did laugh.” 

Genesis 29:31 (ESV) 

31 When the LORD saw that Leah was hated, he opened her womb, but Rachel 

was barren. 

1 Samuel 1:6 (ESV) 

6 And her rival used to provoke her grievously to irritate her, because the LORD 

had closed her womb. 

Hannah’s understanding of the power of God in this instance leads to her praise of 

God for his utter and unfettered sovereignty over all human existence: 

1 Samuel 2:1–10 (ESV) 

1 And Hannah prayed and said, “My heart exults in the LORD; my horn is exalted 

in the LORD. My mouth derides my enemies, because I rejoice in your salvation. 

2 “There is none holy like the LORD: for there is none besides you; there is no 

rock like our God. 3 Talk no more so very proudly, let not arrogance come from 

your mouth; for the LORD is a God of knowledge, and by him actions are 

weighed. 4 The bows of the mighty are broken, but the feeble bind on strength. 5 

Those who were full have hired themselves out for bread, but those who were 

hungry have ceased to hunger. The barren has borne seven, but she who has many 

children is forlorn. 6 The LORD kills and brings to life; he brings down to Sheol 

and raises up. 7 The LORD makes poor and makes rich; he brings low and he 

exalts. 8 He raises up the poor from the dust; he lifts the needy from the ash heap 

to make them sit with princes and inherit a seat of honor. For the pillars of the 

earth are the LORD’s, and on them he has set the world. 9 “He will guard the feet 

of his faithful ones, but the wicked shall be cut off in darkness, for not by might 

shall a man prevail. 10 The adversaries of the LORD shall be broken to pieces; 

against them he will thunder in heaven. The LORD will judge the ends of the 

earth; he will give strength to his king and exalt the horn of his anointed.” 

God also exercises sovereignty over death:   

1 Kings 22:29–36 (ESV) 
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29 So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah went up to Ramoth-

gilead. 30 And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “I will disguise myself and 

go into battle, but you wear your robes.” And the king of Israel disguised himself 

and went into battle. 31 Now the king of Syria had commanded the thirty-two 

captains of his chariots, “Fight with neither small nor great, but only with the king 

of Israel.” 32 And when the captains of the chariots saw Jehoshaphat, they said, 

“It is surely the king of Israel.” So they turned to fight against him. And 

Jehoshaphat cried out. 33 And when the captains of the chariots saw that it was 

not the king of Israel, they turned back from pursuing him. 34 But a certain man 

drew his bow at random and struck the king of Israel between the scale armor and 

the breastplate. Therefore he said to the driver of his chariot, “Turn around and 

carry me out of the battle, for I am wounded.” 35 And the battle continued that 

day, and the king was propped up in his chariot facing the Syrians, until at 

evening he died. And the blood of the wound flowed into the bottom of the 

chariot. 36 And about sunset a cry went through the army, “Every man to his city, 

and every man to his country!” 

Luke 12:13–21 (ESV) 

13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 

inheritance with me.” 14 But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or 

arbitrator over you?” 15 And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard 

against all covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his 

possessions.” 16 And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man 

produced plentifully, 17 and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have 

nowhere to store my crops?’ 18 And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my 

barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 

And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; 

relax, eat, drink, be merry.” ’ 20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul 

is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So 

is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.” 

One famous practical example comes from Stonewall Jackson: 

After Brigadier General Barnard Bee informed him that his forces were being 

beaten back, Jackson replied, "Sir, we will give them the bayonet." Inspired by 

the bravery of his subordinate, General Bee immediately rallied the remnants of 

his brigade while shouting "There is Jackson standing like a stone wall. Let us 

determine to die here, and we will conquer." A devout believer in predestination, 

Jackson insisted that God had already determined his time on earth and that no 

spot on the battlefield was safer than the other. It was this unwavering conviction 
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that enabled him to lead his troops into battle without the fear of death and inspire 

countless others to rally behind him. 

http://www.pinstripepress.net/SJCS5.htm 

General Imboden asked, “General how is that you can keep so cool and appear so 

utterly insensible to danger in such a storm of shells and bullets as hit?” He 

became instantaneously grave and reverential in his manner, and answer in a low 

tone of great earnestness, “My religious belief teaches me to feel as safe in battle 

as in bed. God has fixed the time for my death. I do not concern myself about that, 

but to always be ready, no matter when it may overtake me.” He added after a 

pause, looking at me full in the face, “That is the way all men should live, and 

then all men would be equally brave.” 

http://query.nytimes.com/mem/archive-

free/pdf?res=FB0D1FFC3A5812718DDDAA0894DD405B8584F0D3 

 God is also in charge of planting  -- and uprooting: 

Genesis 2:8 (ESV) 

And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the 

man whom he had formed. 

Genesis 6:7 (ESV) 

7 So the LORD said, “I will blot out man whom I have created from the face of 

the land, man and animals and creeping things and birds of the heavens, for I am 

sorry that I have made them.” 

Indeed, all our up and down come from him: 

Psalm 102:9–10 (ESV) 

9 For I eat ashes like bread and mingle tears with my drink, 10 because of your 

indignation and anger; for you have taken me up and thrown me down. 

Draw out the practical consequences, the change in how one must think and then 

live based upon these particular element of God’s soverenigty? 

The most important birth and death were arranged beforehand and undertaken by 

God’s sovereign control: 

Micah 5:2 (ESV) 

http://www.pinstripepress.net/SJCS5.htm
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2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of 

Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose 

coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. 

Matthew 1:18–23 (ESV) 

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary 

had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with 

child from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and 

unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he 

considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, 

saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that 

which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you 

shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this 

took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 23 “Behold, the 

virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 

Luke 2:1–7 (ESV) 

1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should 

be registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of 

Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also 

went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, 

which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 

to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6 And while they 

were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her 

firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, 

because there was no place for them in the inn. 

Isaiah 53:7–11 (ESV) 

7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a 

lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 

so he opened not his mouth. 8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away; 

and as for his generation, who considered that he was cut off out of the land of the 

living, stricken for the transgression of my people? 9 And they made his grave 

with the wicked and with a rich man in his death, although he had done no 

violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth. 10 Yet it was the will of the 

LORD to crush him; he has put him to grief; when his soul makes an offering for 

guilt, he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will of the LORD 
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shall prosper in his hand. 11 Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be 

satisfied; by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, make many to be 

accounted righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities. 

Mark 15:33–39 (ESV) 

33 And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the whole land 

until the ninth hour. 34 And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, 

Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you 

forsaken me?” 35 And some of the bystanders hearing it said, “Behold, he is 

calling Elijah.” 36 And someone ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on 

a reed and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will 

come to take him down.” 37 And Jesus uttered a loud cry and breathed his last. 38 

And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 39 And when 

the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he 

said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!” 

 

2. v. 3 

The second verse on the matter of external actions of human beings being under 

the sovereign control of God. 

This is a conscious element of Solomon’s life: 

1 Kings 3:10–14 (ESV) 

10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11 And God said to him, 

“Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches 

or the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern 

what is right, 12 behold, I now do according to your word. Behold, I give you a 

wise and discerning mind, so that none like you has been before you and none like 

you shall arise after you. 13 I give you also what you have not asked, both riches 

and honor, so that no other king shall compare with you, all your days. 14 And if 

you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your 

father David walked, then I will lengthen your days.” 

1 Kings 11:9–13 (ESV) 

9 And the LORD was angry with Solomon, because his heart had turned away 

from the LORD, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice 10 and had 

commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not go after other gods. But 
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he did not keep what the LORD commanded. 11 Therefore the LORD said to 

Solomon, “Since this has been your practice and you have not kept my covenant 

and my statutes that I have commanded you, I will surely tear the kingdom from 

you and will give it to your servant. 12 Yet for the sake of David your father I will 

not do it in your days, but I will tear it out of the hand of your son. 13 However, I 

will not tear away all the kingdom, but I will give one tribe to your son, for the 

sake of David my servant and for the sake of Jerusalem that I have chosen.” 

God understood the progression of sin of an entire people over 400 years: 

Genesis 15:12–16 (ESV) 

12 As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell on Abram. And behold, dreadful 

and great darkness fell upon him. 13 Then the LORD said to Abram, “Know for 

certain that your offspring will be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be 

servants there, and they will be afflicted for four hundred years. 14 But I will 

bring judgment on the nation that they serve, and afterward they shall come out 

with great possessions. 15 As for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you 

shall be buried in a good old age. 16 And they shall come back here in the fourth 

generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.” 

It shows itself in the curse of Eli’s line: 

1 Samuel 2:22–26 (ESV) 

22 Now Eli was very old, and he kept hearing all that his sons were doing to all 

Israel, and how they lay with the women who were serving at the entrance to the 

tent of meeting. 23 And he said to them, “Why do you do such things? For I hear 

of your evil dealings from all these people. 24 No, my sons; it is no good report 

that I hear the people of the LORD spreading abroad. 25 If someone sins against a 

man, God will mediate for him, but if someone sins against the LORD, who can 

intercede for him?” But they would not listen to the voice of their father, for it 

was the will of the LORD to put them to death. 26 Now the boy Samuel continued 

to grow both in stature and in favor with the LORD and also with man. 

God determines the end of the Canaanites:  

Joshua 6:17–18 (ESV) 

17 And the city and all that is within it shall be devoted to the LORD for 

destruction. Only Rahab the prostitute and all who are with her in her house shall 

live, because she hid the messengers whom we sent. 18 But you, keep yourselves 
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from the things devoted to destruction, lest when you have devoted them you take 

any of the devoted things and make the camp of Israel a thing for destruction and 

bring trouble upon it. 

And the individual ends of men: 

Psalm 73:16–22 (ESV) 

16 But when I thought how to understand this, it seemed to me a wearisome task, 

17 until I went into the sanctuary of God; then I discerned their end. 18 Truly you 

set them in slippery places; you make them fall to ruin. 19 How they are 

destroyed in a moment, swept away utterly by terrors! 20 Like a dream when one 

awakes, O Lord, when you rouse yourself, you despise them as phantoms. 21 

When my soul was embittered, when I was pricked in heart, 22 I was brutish and 

ignorant; I was like a beast toward you. 

God heals: 

Psalm 30:2 (ESV) 

O LORD my God, I cried to you for help, and you have healed me. 

Psalm 103:2–3 (ESV) 

2 Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits, 3 who forgives all 

your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, 

This is most fully shown in Jesus: both as to healing, and as to the rising and 

falling of all human beings: 

 

Mark 1:32–34 (ESV) 

32 That evening at sundown they brought to him all who were sick or oppressed 

by demons. 33 And the whole city was gathered together at the door. 34 And he 

healed many who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons. 

And he would not permit the demons to speak, because they knew him. 

Isaiah 7:10–17 (ESV) 

10 Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11 “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it 

be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will 

not put the LORD to the test.” 13 And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it 
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too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? 14 Therefore the 

Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a 

son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 15 He shall eat curds and honey when he 

knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16 For before the boy knows 

how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land whose two kings you dread 

will be deserted. 17 The LORD will bring upon you and upon your people and 

upon your father’s house such days as have not come since the day that Ephraim 

departed from Judah—the king of Assyria.” 

Luke 1:51–55 (ESV) 

51 He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts 

of their hearts; 52 he has brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted 

those of humble estate; 53 he has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich 

he has sent away empty. 54 He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of 

his mercy, 55 as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” 

Luke 2:33–35 (ESV) 

33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 And 

Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is 

appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 

35 (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from 

many hearts may be revealed.” 

 

3. v. 4 

This begins a section concerning our response to circumstance – not merely the 

objective facts themselves. 

This presents a fascinating issue: Even the response of our heart is within the 

sovereign control of God.  In 1 Samuel 2:25, we read that the sons of Eli did not 

listen to their father’s pleading, “for it was the will of the Lord to put them to 

death.” 

Later we learn that Eli was actually failed in his work as a father. In 1 Samuel 

3:13, “And I declare to him that I am about to punish his house forever, for the 

iniquity that he knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not 

restrain them.” Thus, while Eli was fully responsible for his own sin, his failure as 
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a father was part of God’s plan: because God has already planned to put the sons 

to death.  

In Psalm 119:49, the Psalmist writes, “Remember your word to your servant, in 

which you have made me hope.” 

Psalm 4:7 attributes joy to God’s work, “You have put more joy in my heart than 

they have when their grain and wine abound.” 

Psalm 88:6–7 (ESV) 

6 You have put me in the depths of the pit, in the regions dark and deep. 7 Your 

wrath lies heavy upon me, and you overwhelm me with all your waves. Selah 

Psalm 90:15 (ESV) 

15 Make us glad for as many days as you have afflicted us, and for as many years 

as we have seen evil. 

The fact of sorrow has its time in this world: 

Psalm 35:14 (ESV) 

14 I went about as though I grieved for my friend or my brother; as one who 

laments his mother, I bowed down in mourning. 

Psalm 38:6 (ESV) 

6 I am utterly bowed down and prostrate; all the day I go about mourning. 

The entire book of Lamentations could be set forth here. Sorrow is a fact of this 

life, even for our Lord: 

John 11:32–37 (ESV) 

32 Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet, 

saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 

When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her also weeping, 

he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. 34 And he said, “Where 

have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus wept. 36 

So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not 

he who opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept this man from dying?” 

But sorrow, for those reconciled to God, will be turned to joy: 
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1 Peter 1:6–9 (ESV) 

6 In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been 

grieved by various trials, 7 so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more 

precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result 

in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 8 Though you have 

not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him 

and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 9 obtaining the 

outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

Psalm 30:11 (ESV) 

11 You have turned for me my mourning into dancing; you have loosed my 

sackcloth and clothed me with gladness, 

Psalm 149:3 (ESV) 

3 Let them praise his name with dancing, making melody to him with tambourine 

and lyre! 

Psalm 150:4 (ESV) 

4 Praise him with tambourine and dance; praise him with strings and pipe! 

And in the end, there will be no more time for death or sorrow: 

Revelation 21:1–4 (ESV) 

1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth 

had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new 

Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for 

her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the 

dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his 

people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 4 He will wipe away 

every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be 

mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 

How then does this affect the way in which we consider emotions and pains – 

sorrow and joy? 

How does it affect a command such as Romans 12:15: 

Romans 12:15 (ESV) 
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15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 

4. v. 5 

I cannot begin to tell you the obsession which commentators have with this verse. 

Perhaps it is because the rest of the poem is simple in terms of the meanings of 

the individual phrases. However, this has a bit about stones – there are some 

strange guesses as to what is meant by stones.  

The best understanding is that it has to do building and causing damage: 

Isaiah 5:2 (ESV) 

2 He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built a 

watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; and he looked for it 

to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. 

2 Kings 3:25 (ESV) 

25 And they overthrew the cities, and on every good piece of land every man 

threw a stone until it was covered. They stopped every spring of water and felled 

all the good trees, till only its stones were left in Kir-hareseth, and the slingers 

surrounded and attacked it. 

There was a particular stone whose movement changed all of creation, from 

Seraph to slug: 

Mark 16:1–8 (ESV) 

1 When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and 

Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. 2 And very early on 

the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3 And 

they were saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the 

entrance of the tomb?” 4 And looking up, they saw that the stone had been rolled 

back—it was very large. 5 And entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting 

on the right side, dressed in a white robe, and they were alarmed. 6 And he said to 

them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has 

risen; he is not here. See the place where they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples 

and Peter that he is going before you to Galilee. There you will see him, just as he 

told you.” 8 And they went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and 

astonishment had seized them, and they said nothing to anyone, for they were 

afraid. 
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There will be a day on which throwing and gathering rocks will no longer matter: 

Revelation 6:12–17 (ESV) 

12 When he opened the sixth seal, I looked, and behold, there was a great 

earthquake, and the sun became black as sackcloth, the full moon became like 

blood, 13 and the stars of the sky fell to the earth as the fig tree sheds its winter 

fruit when shaken by a gale. 14 The sky vanished like a scroll that is being rolled 

up, and every mountain and island was removed from its place. 15 Then the kings 

of the earth and the great ones and the generals and the rich and the powerful, and 

everyone, slave and free, hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the 

mountains, 16 calling to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from 

the face of him who is seated on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb, 17 

for the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?” 

5. v. 6 

Again, rather straightforward, although there is a question about translation of “to 

lose”. The translation is based upon the premise that it must be the opposite of 

“seek”. Fredricks writes, “‘for destroying’: In Ecclesiastes and the rest fo the OT 

(BDB2z) the piel of abad means ‘destroy’” (Fredricks, 109). 

There is mundane keeping and casting away: 

Proverbs 11:24–25 (ESV) 

24 One gives freely, yet grows all the richer; another withholds what he should 

give, and only suffers want. 25 Whoever brings blessing will be enriched, and one 

who waters will himself be watered. 

There is also the most urgent matter of seeking: 

Psalm 27:4–8 (ESV) 

4 One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in 

the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the 

LORD and to inquire in his temple. 5 For he will hide me in his shelter in the day 

of trouble; he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will lift me high 

upon a rock. 6 And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around 

me, and I will offer in his tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will sing and make 

melody to the LORD. 7 Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud; be gracious to me and 

answer me! 8 You have said, “Seek my face.” My heart says to you, “Your face, 

LORD, do I seek.” 
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Psalm 63:1 (ESV) 

1 O God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you; my flesh 

faints for you, as in a dry and weary land where there is no water. 

Psalm 69:32 (ESV) 

32 When the humble see it they will be glad; you who seek God, let your hearts 

revive. 

Acts 17:26–27 (ESV) 

26 And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of 

the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling 

place, 27 that they should seek God, and perhaps feel their way toward him and 

find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, 

Indeed, it is a wicked thing not to seek: 

Psalm 10:4 (ESV) 

4 In the pride of his face the wicked does not seek him; all his thoughts are, 

“There is no God.” 

Psalm 14:2 (ESV) 

2 The LORD looks down from heaven on the children of man, to see if there are 

any who understand, who seek after God. 

Psalm 83:16 (ESV) 

16 Fill their faces with shame, that they may seek your name, O LORD. 

We will never be cast away: 

Matthew 28:19–20 (ESV) 

19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all 

that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the 

age.” 

John 6:37 (ESV) 
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37 All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will 

never cast out. 

6. v. 7 

The matter of tearing likely refers to the custom of tearing garments when one 

mourns. However, God does his own tearing: 

Psalm 60:2 (ESV) 

2 You have made the land to quake; you have torn it open; repair its breaches, for 

it totters. 

There is one notable instance of tearing clothes. The robes of the priest were 

specially made so that they might not tear: 

It shall have an opening for the head in the middle of it, with a woven 

binding around the opening, like the opening in a garment, so that it may 

not tear. Exodus 28:32 (ESV) 

The High Priest was forbidden to tear his robes : 

The priest who is chief among his brothers, on whose head the anointing 

oil is poured and who has been consecrated to wear the garments, shall not 

let the hair of his head hang loose nor tear his clothes. Leviticus 21:10 

(ESV) 

However, he did: 

Then the high priest tore his robes and said, “He has uttered blasphemy. 

What further witnesses do we need? You have now heard his blasphemy.” 

Matthew 26:65 (ESV) 

The reason it had become time to tear the robes was that the High Priest would no 

longer be need (Heb. 8). God appointed a time for a new priest. Moreover, God 

proceeded to tear the veil that kept closed the Holy of Holies: 

And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 

And the earth shook, and the rocks were split. Matthew 27:51 (ESV) 

Silence in the matter of tribulation may be the best response: 

Job 2:13 (ESV) 
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13 And they sat with him on the ground seven days and seven nights, and no one 

spoke a word to him, for they saw that his suffering was very great. 

Psalm 39:1–2 (ESV) 

1 I said, “I will guard my ways, that I may not sin with my tongue; I will guard 

my mouth with a muzzle, so long as the wicked are in my presence.” 2 I was mute 

and silent; I held my peace to no avail, and my distress grew worse. 

However, as Thomas Brooks in his masterful The Mute Christian Under the 

Smarting Rod demonstrates, the silence in the face of trial, does not mean 

stoicism: 

First, There is a STOICAL silence. The stoics of old thought it altogether below a 

man that has reason or understanding either to rejoice in any good, or to mourn 

for any evil; but this stoical silence is such a sinful insensibleness as is very 

provoking to a holy God, Isaiah 26:10,11. God will make the most insensible 

sinner sensible either of his hand here on earth—or of his wrath in hell. It is a 

heathenish and a horrid sin to be without natural affections, Rom. 1:31. And of 

this sin Quintus Maximus seems to be foully guilty who, when he heard that his 

mother and wife, whom he dearly loved, were slain by the fall of an house, and 

that his younger son, a brave, hopeful young man, died at the same time in 

Umbria, he never changed his countenance—but went on with the affairs of the 

commonwealth as if no such calamity had befallen him. This carriage of his spoke 

out more stupidity than patience, Job 25:13. 

And so Harpalus was not at all appalled when he saw two of his sons laid in a 

coffin, when Astyages had bid him to supper. This was a sottish insensibleness. 

Certainly if the loss of a child in the house be no more to you than the loss of a 

chick in the yard—your heart is base and sordid, and you may well expect some 

sore awakening judgment. This age is full of such monsters, who think it below 

the greatness and magnanimity of their spirits to be moved, affected, or afflicted 

with any afflictions which befall them. I know none so ripe and ready for hell as 

these. 

Aristotle speaks of fish, that though they have spears thrust into their sides, yet 

they awake not. God thrusts many a sharp spear through many a sinner's heart, 

and yet he feels nothing, he complains of nothing. These men's souls will bleed to 

death. Seneca reports of Senecio Cornelius, who minded his body more than his 

soul, and his money more than heaven; when he had all the day long waited on his 

dying friend, and his friend was dead, he returns to his house, sups merrily, 
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comforts himself quickly, goes to bed cheerfully. His sorrows were ended, and the 

time of his mourning expired before his deceased friend was interred. Such 

stupidity is a curse that many a man lies under. But this stoical silence, which is 

but a sinful sullenness, is not the silence here meant. 

 

In terms of speaking and keeping silent, the Bible has a great deal to say about 

timing: 

Proverbs 10:19 (ESV) 

19 When words are many, transgression is not lacking, but whoever restrains his 

lips is prudent. 

Proverbs 13:3 (ESV) 

3 Whoever guards his mouth preserves his life; he who opens wide his lips comes 

to ruin. 

Proverbs 16:24 (ESV) 

24 Gracious words are like a honeycomb, sweetness to the soul and health to the 

body. 

Proverbs 17:28 (ESV) 

28 Even a fool who keeps silent is considered wise; when he closes his lips, he is 

deemed intelligent. 

Proverbs 21:23 (ESV) 

23 Whoever keeps his mouth and his tongue keeps himself out of trouble. 

Proverbs 25:11 (ESV) 

11 A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in a setting of silver. 

Proverbs 15:23 (ESV) 

23 To make an apt answer is a joy to a man, and a word in season, how good it is! 

Ephesians 4:29 (ESV) 

29 Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for 

building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear. 
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This matter of speech and its appointed time is a great theme of right living as a 

Christian (James has multiple references to this point, particularly in chapter 3). 

Indeed, the question of our speech answer to our judgment: 

I tell you, on the day of judgment people will give account for every 

careless word they speak, Matthew 12:36 (ESV) 

This leads to a couple of questions: 

First, do we rightly consider the importance of speech – our speech? The weight 

placed upon this topic does not match the concern given by the church. The way 

in which some Christians speak on matters of religion and politics – even if the 

basic point is correct – has been a shame, because it has been a sin.  Look again at 

the end of Ephesians 4 and find out what grieves the Holy Spirit. 

Second, how does this relate to the matter of God’s sovereignty? 

49 But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, 

“You know nothing at all. 50 Nor do you understand that it is better for 

you that one man should die for the people, not that the whole nation 

should perish.” 51 He did not say this of his own accord, but being high 

priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation, 52 and 

not for the nation only, but also to gather into one the children of God who 

are scattered abroad. 53 So from that day on they made plans to put him to 

death. John 11:49–53 (ESV) 

We can become so distressed over the words of some that we forget that God is 

sovereign even over the words of his enemies. Here, Caiaphas would orchestrate a 

great crime and not even understand the degree to which he was an instrument of 

God. 

Third, when we consider the matter, God’s speech is the cause of all things (Gen. 

1, And God said ….). The reconciliation of God comes in the Word of God (John 

1:1). And it is in the Son that the Father has finally spoken (Hebrews 1:1-2). 

7. v. 8 

Love and hate are much in the Bible 

Mark 12:28–34 (ESV) 

28 And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one another, 

and seeing that he answered them well, asked him, “Which commandment is the 
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most important of all?” 29 Jesus answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear, O 

Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30 And you shall love the Lord your 

God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all 

your strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 

There is no other commandment greater than these.” 32 And the scribe said to 

him, “You are right, Teacher. You have truly said that he is one, and there is no 

other besides him. 33 And to love him with all the heart and with all the 

understanding and with all the strength, and to love one’s neighbor as oneself, is 

much more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 34 And when Jesus saw 

that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of 

God.” And after that no one dared to ask him any more questions. 

Hebrews 1:8–9 (ESV) 

8 But of the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, the scepter of 

uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom. 9 You have loved righteousness and 

hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of 

gladness beyond your companions.” 

1 John 4:7–12 (ESV) 

7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has 

been born of God and knows God. 8 Anyone who does not love does not know 

God, because God is love. 9 In this the love of God was made manifest among us, 

that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 10 

In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to 

be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to 

love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God 

abides in us and his love is perfected in us. 

Psalm 5:4–6 (ESV) 

4 For you are not a God who delights in wickedness; evil may not dwell with you. 

5 The boastful shall not stand before your eyes; you hate all evildoers. 6 You 

destroy those who speak lies; the LORD abhors the bloodthirsty and deceitful 

man. 

Finally the matter of war and peace: 

2 Kings 18:11–12 (ESV) 
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11 The king of Assyria carried the Israelites away to Assyria and put them in 

Halah, and on the Habor, the river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes, 12 

because they did not obey the voice of the LORD their God but transgressed his 

covenant, even all that Moses the servant of the LORD commanded. They neither 

listened nor obeyed. 

Amos 1:13–15 (ESV)  

13
 Thus says the Lord: “For three transgressions of the Ammonites, and for four, I 

will not revoke the punishment, because they have ripped open pregnant women 

in Gilead, that they might enlarge their border. 
14

 So I will kindle a fire in the wall 

of Rabbah, and it shall devour her strongholds, with shouting on the day of battle, 

with a tempest in the day of the whirlwind; 
15

 and their king shall go into exile, he 

and his princes together,” says the Lord.  

Amos 3:6 (ESV) 

6 Is a trumpet blown in a city, and the people are not afraid? Does disaster come 

to a city, unless the LORD has done it? 

Nahum 1:6–10 (ESV) 

6 Who can stand before his indignation? Who can endure the heat of his anger? 

His wrath is poured out like fire, and the rocks are broken into pieces by him. 7 

The LORD is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble; he knows those who take 

refuge in him. 8 But with an overflowing flood he will make a complete end of 

the adversaries, and will pursue his enemies into darkness. 9 What do you plot 

against the LORD? He will make a complete end; trouble will not rise up a 

second time. 10 For they are like entangled thorns, like drunkards as they drink; 

they are consumed like stubble fully dried. 

Revelation 6:3–4 (ESV) 

3 When he opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature say, 

“Come!” 4 And out came another horse, bright red. Its rider was permitted to take 

peace from the earth, so that people should slay one another, and he was given a 

great sword. 

Isaiah 66:12–16 (ESV) 

12 For thus says the LORD: “Behold, I will extend peace to her like a river, and 

the glory of the nations like an overflowing stream; and you shall nurse, you shall 

be carried upon her hip, and bounced upon her knees. 13 As one whom his mother 
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comforts, so I will comfort you; you shall be comforted in Jerusalem. 14 You 

shall see, and your heart shall rejoice; your bones shall flourish like the grass; and 

the hand of the LORD shall be known to his servants, and he shall show his 

indignation against his enemies. 15 “For behold, the LORD will come in fire, and 

his chariots like the whirlwind, to render his anger in fury, and his rebuke with 

flames of fire. 16 For by fire will the LORD enter into judgment, and by his 

sword, with all flesh; and those slain by the LORD shall be many. 

III. Conclusion 

A. This is a matter of surpassing comfort to believer. Everything which happens 

from the bird to the king, from the wind to the still, from joy to sorrow – everything 

whether inside or outside of a human being is because of diving determination. God is 

sovereign over everything. 

Concerned about the election? 

The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the LORD. Proverbs 

16:33 (ESV) 

Or the decision of a government official (whether a building inspector or the President): 

The king’s heart is a stream of water in the hand of the LORD; he turns it 

wherever he will. Proverbs 21:1 (ESV) 

Think of it: we can rest assured, because God is utterly sovereign: 

5 I lay down and slept; I woke again, for the LORD sustained me. 6 I will not be 

afraid of many thousands of people who have set themselves against me all 

around. Psalm 3:5–6 (ESV) 

God is so sovereign that we cannot be lost: 

35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 

persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to 

be slaughtered.” 37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through 

him who loved us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor 

rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 8:35–39 (ESV) 

B. Scripture on the Comfort of God’s Sovereignty of All Things 
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Psalm 139:1–16 (ESV) 

1 O LORD, you have searched me and known me! 2 You know when I sit down and 

when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from afar. 3 You search out my path and my 

lying down and are acquainted with all my ways. 4 Even before a word is on my tongue, 

behold, O LORD, you know it altogether. 5 You hem me in, behind and before, and lay 

your hand upon me. 6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high; I cannot attain 

it. 7 Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your presence? 8 If I 

ascend to heaven, you are there! If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there! 9 If I take the 

wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 10 even there your hand 

shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me. 11 If I say, “Surely the darkness shall 

cover me, and the light about me be night,” 12 even the darkness is not dark to you; the 

night is bright as the day, for darkness is as light with you. 13 For you formed my inward 

parts; you knitted me together in my mother’s womb. 14 I praise you, for I am fearfully 

and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very well. 15 My 

frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, intricately woven in 

the depths of the earth. 16 Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were 

written, every one of them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none 

of them. 

Matthew 6:25–34 (ESV) 

25 “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you 

will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the 

body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor 

gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value 

than they? 27 And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of 

life? 28 And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how 

they grow: they neither toil nor spin, 29 yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was 

not arrayed like one of these. 30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today 

is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you 

of little faith? 31 Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What 

shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the Gentiles seek after all these things, 

and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 33 But seek first the kingdom of 

God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. 34 “Therefore do 

not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the 

day is its own trouble. 

C. Commentators 
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Not one that is based on blind fate, for that would be but a miserable consolation, but one 

that is ordered by a God who is compassionate, gracious, long suffering, of great love and 

faithfulness, whoever in his anger never forgets mercy, who has thoughts of peace 

towards his people languishing in misery, and who, though he chastises them, never gives 

them over to the  power of death. Hegnstenberg, 89 

Luther says – “To believers and Christians all this is very consolatory; for they know that 

no tyrant’s sword can kill or destroy them, and that before their hour comes no creature 

whatever can harm them. Hence they do not trouble and worry themselves much about 

death, but whatn it comes they die unto the will of God as he pleases, like lambs and 

young children” (Hegnstenberg, 95-96). 

“Impermanence should drive people to God – the only One in Whom permanence and 

unchangeableness resides. ….Since one doesn’t know the time when one or the other of 

the several pairs of happenings listed will take place, God’s providence makes certain 

planning under the sun an impossibility. Therefore, the fundamental thesis becomes all 

the more clear to one who understands what Solomon is getting at: hold loosely onto all 

things here, and don’t wear oneself out in fruitless toil to bring about permanence” 

(Adams, 29-30). 
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