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Two versions of an outline: 

Title 

All is vanity  

 What is gained by toil? 

  Man is transient, the creature remains 

  Everything will be forgotten 

  This is vanity 

 What is the value of what men do? 

  It is unhappy 

  It is vanity and striving after wind 

 Is there value in pleasure? 

 Is there cheerfulness to be had? 

  I did everything 

  There is only pleasure to be had in the toil  

  This is vanity and striving after wind 

 What is better between wisdom and folly? 

  Wisdom is better 

  But everyone dies 

  Everyone is forgotten 

  This is vanity and striving after wind 

 What is gained by toil? 

  I must leave to another 

   This is vanity 

  It is painful to toil 

   This is vanity 

 Final evaluation: 

  There is enjoyment in what one has at the moment 

  This is a gift of God 
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Outline of 1:12 – 2:26. 

1. General statement of intent: 1:12-1:18 

a. First version: 1:12-15 

i. “I” statement: 12 

ii. Scope of investigation: 13a. 

iii. Evaluation: 13b-14 

iv. Closing proverb: 15 

b. Second version:16 – 18 

i. “I” statement: 16. 

ii. Scope of investigation: 17a 

iii. Evaluation: 17b 

iv. Closing proverb. 

2. Particular statement of investigation: 2:1-17 

a. First investigation: 1-12 

i. “I” statement 1a and repeatedly throughout passage 

ii. Scope of investigation: 1b-2 

iii. Evaluation: 1b-2 

b. Second investigation: 3-12 

i. “I” statement: vv. 3-11 

ii. Scope of evaluation: 3 

1. Details: Questions 3 [it is uncertain whether this constitutes its own 

separate investigation or whether it leads into the list of 

accomplishments in 4-10. 10 probably forms an inclusion: v. 1; thus 

this is a doubled structure with two sets of investigations culminating 

in the same evaluation in vv. 1-11] 

a. Wine 

b. Folly 

c. What was good to do 

2. Details: Conduct 4-8 

iii. Evaluation: 9-11 

c. Third investigation: 12-17 

i. “I” statement v. 12a 

ii. Scope of evaluation: 12a 

iii. Evaluation: 12b-17 

3. Final evaluation which forms inclusion with the introduction in 1:3; 2:18-28. This section 

picks up the strands opened in the preceding verses. 
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Comparison and contrast between the two general statements of investigation, 1:12-18 

12 I the Preacher have been king over Israel in 

Jerusalem. 

16 I said in my heart, “I have acquired great 

wisdom, surpassing all who were over 

Jerusalem before me, and my heart has had 

great experience of wisdom and knowledge.” 

13 And I applied my heart to seek and to 

search out by wisdom all that is done under 

heaven.  

Ecclesiastes 1:17 (ESV) 

17 And I applied my heart to know wisdom 

and to know madness and folly. 

It is an unhappy business that God has given to 

the children of man to be busy with. 

 

14 I have seen everything that is done under 

the sun,  

 

and behold, all is vanity and a striving after 

wind. 

I perceived that this also is but a striving after 

wind 

15 What is crooked cannot be made straight, 

and what is lacking cannot be counted. 

18 For in much wisdom is much vexation, and 

he who increases knowledge increases sorrow. 

 

  This is vanity and striving after the wind 

 

 

Comparison of Solomon’s Work with Eden: 

Ecclesiastes 2:1 (ESV) 

1
 I said in my heart, “Come now, I will test you 

with pleasure; enjoy yourself.”  

 

But behold, this also was vanity. Genesis 4:2 (ESV) 

2
 And again, she bore his brother Abel. Now 

Abel was a keeper of sheep, and Cain a worker 

of the ground. 

Ecclesiastes 2:2 (ESV) 

2
 I said of laughter, “It is mad,” and of 

pleasure, “What use is it?” 

 

Ecclesiastes 2:3 (ESV) 

3
 I searched with my heart how to cheer my 

body with wine—my heart still guiding me 

with wisdom—and how to lay hold on folly, 

till I might see what was good for the children 

of man to do under heaven during the few days 

of their lives. 

First wine: Genesis 9:21 
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Ecclesiastes 2:4 (ESV) 

4
 I made great works. I built houses and 

planted vineyards for myself. 

Genesis 2:8 (ESV) 

8
 And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, 

in the east, and there he put the man whom he 

had formed. 

First “house”: in the ark: Gen. 6:14 

First vineyard: Gen. 9:20 

Ecclesiastes 2:5 (ESV) 

5
 I made myself gardens and parks, and planted 

in them all kinds of fruit trees. 

Genesis 2:8 (ESV) 

8
 And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, 

in the east, and there he put the man whom he 

had formed. 

Genesis 2:9 (ESV) 

9
 And out of the ground the Lord God made to 

spring up every tree that is pleasant to the sight 

and good for food. The tree of life was in the 

midst of the garden, and the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil. 

Ecclesiastes 2:6 (ESV) 

6
 I made myself pools from which to water the 

forest of growing trees. 

Genesis 2:10 (ESV) 

10
 A river flowed out of Eden to water the 

garden, and there it divided and became four 

rivers. 

Ecclesiastes 2:7 (ESV) 

7
 I bought male and female slaves, and had 

slaves who were born in my house. I had also 

great possessions of herds and flocks [sheep], 

more than any who had been before me in 

Jerusalem. 

Genesis 2:18 (ESV) 

18
 Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that 

the man should be alone; I will make him a 

helper fit for him.” 

Genesis 4:2 (ESV) 

2
 And again, she bore his brother Abel. Now 

Abel was a keeper of sheep [flocks], and Cain 

a worker of the ground. 

Ecclesiastes 2:8 (ESV) 

8
 I also gathered for myself silver and gold and 

the treasure[1] of kings and provinces. I got 

singers, both men and women, 

Genesis 2:11–12 (ESV) 

11
 The name of the first is the Pishon. It is the 

one that flowed around the whole land of 

Havilah, where there is gold. 
12

 And the gold of 

that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are 

there. 
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and many concubines, the delight of the sons 

of man. 

Genesis 2:22 (ESV) 

22
 And the rib that the Lord God had taken 

from the man he made into a woman and 

brought her to the man. 

Ecclesiastes 2:9 (ESV) 

9
 So I became great and surpassed all who were 

before me in Jerusalem. Also my wisdom 

remained with me. 

 

Ecclesiastes 2:10 (ESV) 

10
 And whatever my eyes desired [they asked] I 

did not keep from them. I kept my heart from 

no pleasure, for my heart found pleasure in all 

my toil, and this was my reward 

[portion/inheritance] for all my toil. 

Genesis 3:6 (ESV) 

6
 So when the woman saw that the tree was 

good for food, and that it was a delight to the 

eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to 

make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, 

and she also gave some to her husband who 

was with her, and he ate. 

Ecclesiastes 2:11 (ESV) 

11
 Then I considered all that my hands had 

done and the toil I had expended in doing it, 

and behold, all was vanity and a striving[2] 

after wind, and there was nothing to be gained 

under the sun. 

 

 

Fredricks: 

His ordered gardens may have been relaxing, but even then they were a visual metaphor 

in the ancient world for the control a king had over his entire kingdom. Furthermore, with 

terminology reminiscent of the Garden of Eden, Qoheleth describes his achievements as 

those of one who took seriously God’s primary commission of earth’s management (Gen. 

1:26-28). As Verheij notes, common words to both the End account and Ecclesiastes 2:4-

6 include ‘plant,’ ‘garden,’ ‘trees of all fruits,’ ‘to water,’ ‘to sprout,’ ‘to make or do.’ 

Just as the Edenic passage is the first manifestation of human sovereignty over an earthly 

domain, Solomon’s activities are a description of an aggressive management of an 

economic and political enterprise. Another Solomonic tradition, 1 Kings 4:33 at those the 

Genesis account of humanity’s primary commission where, in addition to being extolled 

specifically for his botanical knowledge, it is said, “he spoke of trees, a cattle, a fowl, of 

creepers and fish,” all in Hebrew terminology like that in Genesis 1:26, 29. Furthermore, 

id., as a garden, was not a place for idle pleasure; it was a place of work and 

responsibility, even before the Fall (Fredricks, Ecclesiastes, 93). 
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Solomon’s Temple also harkened back to Eden: 

1 Kings 6:33–36 (ESV): 

33
 So also he made for the entrance to the nave doorposts of olivewood, in the form of a 

square, 
34

 and two doors of cypress wood. The two leaves of the one door were folding, 

and the two leaves of the other door were folding. 
35

 On them he carved cherubim and 

palm trees and open flowers, and he overlaid them with gold evenly applied on the carved 

work. 
36

 He built the inner court with three courses of cut stone and one course of cedar 

beams.  

 Philip Ryken comments: 

Can you think of a place of lush vegetation that was guarded by angels?  

The design of Solomon's Temple referenced the Garden of Eden, which meant that its 

doors symbolized the very gates of paradise. The garden where our first parents lived 

contained "every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food" (Genesis 2:9). So the 

trees inside Solomon's Temple naturally remind us of our ancestral home, as every tree 

and flower should. But, in this case, there are also angels in the architecture, which 

establishes a stronger connection with the garden to be eaten. When God drove Adam 

and Eve out of the Garden for their sin and eating the forbidden fruit, he placed cherubim 

East of Eden "to guard the way to the tree of life" (Genesis 3:24). Whereas formerly the 

Garden of Eden was a place to go in and meet with God, now Angels barred the way, 

preventing the man and the woman from reentering paradise.  

So when people came to the door of Solomon's Temple and saw the cherubim amidst the 

flowers and the trees, they were coming to the gates of paradise (Ryken, King Solomon, 

99). 
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Evaluation of Solomon’s Work in Light of the Prophets: 

Jeremiah 22:12-17: 

11 For thus says the LORD concerning Shallum the son of Josiah, king of Judah, who 

reigned instead of Josiah his father, and who went away from this place: “He shall return 

here no more, 

12 but in the place where they have carried him captive, there shall he die, and he shall 

never see this land again.” 

13 “Woe to him who builds his house by unrighteousness, and his upper rooms by 

injustice, who makes his neighbor serve him for nothing and does not give him his 

wages, 

14 who says, ‘I will build myself a great house with spacious upper rooms,’ who cuts out 

windows for it, paneling it with cedar and painting it with vermilion. 

15 Do you think you are a king because you compete in cedar? Did not your father eat 

and drink and do justice and righteousness? Then it was well with him. 

16 He judged the cause of the poor and needy; then it was well. Is not this to know me? 

declares the LORD. 

17 But you have eyes and heart only for your dishonest gain, for shedding innocent 

blood, and for practicing oppression and violence.”  

Ecclesiastes 2:4-8: 

4 I made great works. I built houses and planted vineyards for myself. 

5 I made myself gardens and parks, and planted in them all kinds of fruit trees. 

6 I made myself pools from which to water the forest of growing trees. 

7 I bought male and female slaves, and had slaves who were born in my house. I had also 

great possessions of herds and flocks, more than any who had been before me in 

Jerusalem. 

8 I also gathered for myself silver and gold and the treasure of kings and provinces. I got 

singers, both men and women, and many concubines, the delight of the children of man. 

 

Quotation by Philip Ryken: 

 

Like anything good in life, home improvements can be made for the glory of God. We 

were made for eternity, and so long as we live in a fallen world it is only natural for us to 

want things to be better than they are. But beware of the dangers of rising expectations 

and creeping self-indulgence. Unless we are living for the kingdom of God rather than 

our own enjoyment, being upwardly mobile will only be a way of deferring our 

discontent (Ryken, Solomon, 111). 


